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occasions and the machine was run by the other
members of the Polit Bureau, he warned the com-
munists in his last will and testament of the danger
01 Stalin's gaining control of the party, describing
the latter as unfit, too rude, too tactless with his
comrades, too ruthless, and too ambitious for per-
sonal power.

Lenin's strength lay perhaps as much in the
greatness of his personality and his powers of per-
suasion as it did in the actual control of the party
and the government. Although his rule was the
ruthless rule of a dictator when it applied to
enemies existing without the country or within the
remnants of the old regime in Russia, or to other
socialist groups in the country who were opposed
to the Bolsheviks' methods of accomplishing their
aim, it was tempered within the party itself by his
encouragement of intelligent and honest criticism
from his associates, and by the fact that he made
the actual conduct of the government to some extent
at least a composite of his own ideas and those of
his closest associates within the party. Once a party
decision had been made, there could have been
no more ruthless disciplinarian than Lenin in see-
ing that that decision was carried out to the letter.